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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 8/24/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In particular, apphcant argues that: 

(a) The Jakobsson reference does not disclose the selection of one of a 
plurality of audio signal inputs according to at least one stored selection instruction, 
which specifies a designated triggering event. 

(b) New claims 37-48 not referred to in last Office Action. Thus, Apphcant 
presumes allowability of these claims unless the examiner states otherwise. 

(c) For claims 5, 13, 16, 20, 22, 23, 3 1, and 32, the combination of the 
Examiner's Official Notice with Jakobsson cannot render these claims obvious if the 
subject matter is not capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration. 

Regarding (a), the cited paragraphs do indeed show selection of one of a plurality of 
audio signal inputs since as stated a CD payer, a cell phone, and the wireless headset all are 
capable of audio outputs. The cell phone is designated as the master device with the headset and 
the CD player designated as slave devices. The cell phone acts as intermediary and controller.^ 
As the controller, the cell phone can be programmed to switch off the CD player when an 
incoming call arrives and pass the call to the wireless headset for reception by the user. Thus, 
per the stored selection instruction - the programming in the cell phone that shuts off the CD 
player based on the trigger of the arrival of an incoming call- the cell phone is selected to provide 
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an audio output in the form of the arriving telephone call that has overridden the CD player audio 
output. Thus, the language of the claim is met. 

Regarding (b), unfortunately, through an oversight these claims were not examined. 
They are examined as part of this Office Action. The applicant will get a chance to respond as 
this action is a Non Final. 

Regarding (c), this aspect is analogous to line level inputs in a traditional stereo system. 
There is nothing magical about the CD player. The communication of the slave device with the 
master device is the key and substitution of the CD player with a tape player would yield the 
same resuh since the controller of the master cell phone is going to shut off the active device to 
pass the incoming telephone call to the headset per the stored instruction in the controller. Thus 
is capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-4, 7-11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21, 24-26, 27-30, and 36, 39-48 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jakobsson. 

Regarding claim 1, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a method of switching between wireless 
audio sources. Jakobsson meets the following hmitations: 

receiving a plurality of input audio signals from respective wireless audio 
sources at a wireless receiver, (paragraphs 17 and 18) 

selecting one of said plurality of input audio signals for output from an audio signal 
reproducing device coupled to said wireless receiver, said selecting being 
performed according to at least one stored selection instruction which includes a 
designated triggering event for triggering said selection, (paragraphs 17 and 18) 

Regarding claim 2, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said selecting is performed according to a plurality of selection instructions", (paragraphs 17 and 
1 8- discussion of the controller of master cell phone) 

Regarding claim 3, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 2, wherein 
each of said selection instructions is associated with a respective wireless audio source so that 
selection of a particular wireless audio source occurs in response to a triggering event included in 
the associated selection instruction", (paragraph 17) 
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Regarding claim 4, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said designated triggering event includes receipt of a message from a wireless audio source", 
(paragraph 17) 

Regarding claim 7, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said designated triggering event includes receipt of an electronic message at a wireless audio 
source", (paragraph 17 - incoming phone call) 

Regarding claim 8, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said designated triggering event is a request to communicate via a mobile telephone", (paragraph 
17 - incoming phone call) 

Regarding claim 9, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said wireless audio sources are in RF communication with said wireless receiver, (paragraphs 17 
and 18 and Figures 1 and 2) 

Regarding claim 10, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 9, wherein 
said wireless receiver and said wireless audio sources are Bluetooth compliant", (paragraph 
0002) 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 1^ wherein 
said wireless receiver and said audio signal reproducing device are included in a headset" 
(paragraphs 17 and 18). 



Regarding claim 12, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a method of switching between wireless 
audio sources. Jakobsson meets the following limitations: 

receiving a plurality of Bluetooth compliant transmissions, each including a 
respective input audio signal, from respective electronic devices; (paragraphs 17 
and 18) 



selecting at least one of said received audio signals for output to a 
headset in accordance with at least one stored selection instruction, said 
selection instruction including a designated triggering event for triggering 
said selection, (paragraphs 17) 



Regarding claim 14, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 12, wherein 
said selecting is performed according to a plurality of selection instructions", (paragraphs 17 and 
18) 
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Regarding claim 15, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 14, wherein 
each of said selection instructions is associated with a respective electronic device so that 
selection of a particular electronic device occurs in response to a triggering event included in the 
associated selection instruction", (paragraphs 17 and 18) 

Regarding claim 17, Jakobsson meets the Umitation, "A method as in claim 12^ wherein 
said designated triggering event is a mobile telephone transmission", (paragraph 17) 

Regarding claim 19, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A method as in claim 12, wherein 
at least one of said first and second portable electronic devices is a mobile telephone", 
(paragraph 17) 

Regarding claim 21, Jakobsson meets the Umitation, "A method as in claim 12, wherein 
at least one of said first and second portable electronic devices is a compact disc (CD) player", 
(paragraph 17) 

Regarding claim 24, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a device for switching among vs^ireless audio 
sources. Jakobsson meets the following Umitations: 

a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals transmitted from 
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respective wireless audio sources; (paragraphs 17 and 18) 
a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which includes a 
designated triggering event for triggering said selection; (paragraphs 17 and 18) 
a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and said wireless receiver 
that selects one of said plurality of audio signals for output according to said at least one 

stored selection instruction and said designated triggering event; (paragraphs 17 and 
. 18) 

an audio signal-reproducing device coupled to said programmable switch that 
aurally reproduces said one of said plurality of audio signals selected for output, 
(paragraphs 17 and 18 - master cell phone to wireless headset) 

Regarding claim 27, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a programmable audio device. Jakobsson 
meets the following limitations: 

a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals transmitted 
from respective wireless audio sources; (paragraphs 17 and 18 and Figures 
1 & 2) 

a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which 
includes a designated triggering event for triggering said selection; (paragraph 17 
-inherent with the master cell controller) 
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a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and 
said wireless receiver that selects one of said plurality of audio 
signals for output according to said at least one stored selection 
instruction and said designated triggering; event; (paragraph 17- 
master cell phone to wireless headset) 

a headset for supporting said wireless receiver, said storage device, said 
programmable switch and at least one headset speaker, said at least one headset 
speaker being coupled to said programmable switch to aurally reproduce said one 
of said plurality of audio signals selected for output. (Figures 1& 2 and 
paragraphs 17 and 18) 

Regarding claim 30, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A programmable audio output 
device as in claim 27, wherein said designated triggering event is receipt of a mobile telephone 
transmission, (paragraph 17) 

Regarding claim 33, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local wireless 
communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard (paragraph 
0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a system of electronic devices. Jakobsson meets the following 
limitations: 

a plurality of wireless audio source devices; and 
at least one programmable audio output device, comprising: 
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a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals transmitted from 
respective wireless audio source devices; (paragraphs 17 and 18) 

a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which 
includes a designated triggering event for triggering said selection; (paragraphs 17 and 18 
- inherent to master cell phone) 

a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and said 
wireless receiver that selects one of said plurality of audio signals 
for output according to said at least one stored selection instruction 
and said designated triggering event; (paragraph 17 and 18 - 
master cell phone to wireless headset) 

an audio signal reproducing device coupled to said programmable 
switch that aurally reproduces said one of said plurality of audio 

signals selected for output, (paragraphs 17 and 18 - master cell phone to 

wireless headset) 



Regarding claim 34, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "A system as in claim 33, wherein 
said programmable audio output device is programmed using one of said plurality of wireless 
audio source devices" (paragraphs 17 - the cell phone). 
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Regarding claims 25, 28 and 35, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "wherein said wireless 
audio source devices are in RF communication with said wireless receiver", (paragraph 17 and 
Figures 1 and 2) 

Regarding claims 26, 29 and 36, Jakobsson meets the limitation, "wherein said wireless 
receiver and said wireless audio source devices are Bluetooth compliant", (paragraph 0002) 

Regarding claim 39, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a method of switching among wireless audio 
sources, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of input audio signals from the same network from respective 
wireless audio sources at a wireless receiver; (paragraph 0017, 0018) and 

selecting one of said plurality of input audio signals for output from an audio 
signal reproducing device coupled to said wireless receiver, said selecting being performed 
according to at least one stored selection instruction which specifies a designated 
triggering event for triggering said selection, (paragraph 0017, 0018) 

Regarding claim 40, Jakobsson meets the limitation - The method as in claim 39 wherein 
the network comprises a piconet. (paragraph 0017, 0018) 
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Regarding claim 41, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a method of switching among wireless audio 
sources, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of Bluetooth compliant transmissions, each including a 

respective input audio signal from the same network, from respective electronic devices; 

(paragraph 0017, 0018) and 

selecting at least one of said received audio signals for output to a headset in 

accordance with at least one stored selection instruction, said selection instruction 

specifying a designated triggering event for triggering said selection, (paragraph 0017, 

0018) 

Regarding claim 42, Jakobsson meets the Umhation - The method as in claim 41 wherein 
the network comprises a piconet. (paragraph 0017) 

Regarding claim 43, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a device for switching among wireless audio 
sources comprising: 

a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals from the 
same network transmitted from respective wireless audio sources; (paragraph 0017, 0018) 
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a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which specifies a 
designated triggering event for triggering said selection; (paragraph 0017, 0018) 

a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and said wireless receiver 
that selects one of said plurality of audio signals for output according to said at least one 
stored selection instruction and said designated triggering event; (paragraph 0017, 0018) 
and 

an audio signal reproducing device coupled to said programmable switch that 
aurally reproduces said one of said plurality of audio signals selected for output, 
(paragraph 0017, 0018) 

Regarding claim 44, Jakobsson meets the hmitation - The method as in claim 43 wherein 
the network comprises a piconet. (paragraph 0017) 

Regarding claim 45, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a programmable audio output device, 
comprising: 

a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals from the same 
network transmitted from respective wireless audio sources; (paragraph 0017) 

a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which specifies a 
designated triggering event for triggering said selection; (paragraph 0017) 
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a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and said wireless receiver 
that selects one of said plurality of audio signals for output according to said at least one 
stored selection instruction and said designated triggering event; (paragraph 001 7) and 

a headset for supporting said wireless receiver, said storage device, said 
programmable switch and at least one headset speaker, said at least one headset speaker 
being coupled to said programmable switch to aurally reproduce said one of said plurality 
of audio signals selected for output, (paragraph 0017) 

Regarding claim 46, Jakobsson meets the hmitation - The method as in claim 45 wherein 
the network comprises a piconet. (paragraph 0017) ^ 

Regarding claim 47, Jakobsson discloses a small local area network providing local 
wireless communications between devices operating in compliance with the Bluetooth standard 
(paragraph 0002). Jakobsson can be said to provide a system of electronic devices, comprising: 
a plurality of wireless audio source devices; (paragraph 0017) and 
at least one programmable audio output device, comprising: 

a wireless receiver which receives a plurality of audio signals from the 
same network transmitted from respective wireless audio source devices; 
(paragraph 0017) 

a storage device that stores at least one selection instruction which 
specifies a designated triggering event for triggering said selection; 
(paragraph 0017) 
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a programmable switch coupled to said storage device and said wireless 
receiver that selects one of said plurality of audio signals for output according 
to said at least one stored selection instruction and said designated triggering event; 
(paragraph 0017) and 

an audio signal reproducing device coupled to said programmable switch 
that aurally reproduces said one of said plurality of audio signals selected for 
output, (paragraph 0017) 

Regarding claim 48, Jakobsson meets the limitation - The method as in claim 47 wherein 
the network comprises a piconet. (paragraph 0017) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 13, 16, 20, 22, 23, 31, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jakobsson et al. 

Regarding claims 13, 20, 22, and 23, Jakobsson does not discuss utilizing devices other 



than the CD player as alternate audio sources. 
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However, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known to utilize different 
audio sources in a switching scheme such as that of applicant's invention and that it would have 
been obvious for Jakobsson to allow for alternate audio sources since each of these sources 
would utilize the same line level input. 

Regarding claims 5, 16, and 32, Jakobsson does not discuss utilizing a timing event as a 
trigger. 

However, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known to utilize a timing event 
as a trigger and that it would have been obvious to modify Jakobsson to allow a timing event to 
affect the switching process in order to serve as an alarm situation. 

Regarding claim 3 1, it is obvious that the receiving of an electronic message is analogous 
to receiving a telephone call and that and, as such, would utilize a similar mechanism. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 37 and 38 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 37, methods where the receipt of an incoming information update are 

used to trigger a switching mechanism between the outputs of audio sources was neither found, 

suggested, nor made evident by the prior art. 
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Regarding claim 38, methods where the receipt of an advertising message from a 
merchant are utilized to trigger a switching mechanism between audio sources was neither found, 
suggested, nor made evident by the prior art. 



Claims 6 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 6, methods where the receipt of an incoming information update are 

used to trigger a switching mechanism between the outputs of audio sources was neither found, 

suggested, nor made evident by the prior art. 

Regarding claim 1 8, methods where the receipt of an advertising message from a 

merchant are utilized to trigger a switching mechanism between audio sources was neither found, 

suggested, nor made evident by the prior art. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be addressed to 
Alan Gantt at telephone number (703) 305-0077. The examiner can normally be reached 
between 9:30 AM and 6 PM within the Eastern Time Zone. The group FAX number is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to this application should be directed to the 
group receptionist at telephone number (703) 305-4700. 




December 22, 2004 



